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SUBJECT: LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER RE 1970 AIRPLANE HIJACKING 
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1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED, AFTERNOON MARCH 29, LETTER 
MENTIONED REFTEL. LETTER POUCHED TO EUR/SOV. 

2. EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF TEXT OF LETTER FOLLOWS: 

"SUKHUMI, ABKHAZAIAN ASSR 

MARCH 23, 1977 

DEAR PRESIDENT CARTER* 

TWO FRIENDS, SULIKO SHAVIDZE-A PILOT OF SOVIET CIVIL 
AVIATION-AND OGANES BABAYAN-A FLIGHT ENGINEER- ARE 
WRITING TO YOU. WE ARE WRITING AND WE HOPE THAT YOU 
WILL UNDERSTAND US AND WILL HELP JUSTICE. 

"WE ARE MEMBERS OF THE CREW OF THE AN-24 AIRPLANE, 

NUMBER 45256 WHICH THE BANDITS BRAZYNSKAS, HIDING 
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NOW IN THE US, HIJACKED TO TURKEY OCTOBER 15, 1970, 

ON A VOYAGE FROM BATUMI TO SUKHUMI IN THE TERRITORY 
OF THE USSR. THEY VILLAINOUSLY KILLED OUR COLLEAGUE 
AND FRIEND, STEWARDESS NADYA KURCHENKO, SERIOUSLY 
WOUNDED THE AIRPLANE'S COMMANDER GEORGIY CHAKHRAKIY, 
NAVIGATOR VALERIY PADEYEV AND ME, OGANES BABAYAN. 

AND IT WAS ONLY BY A FORTUNATE ACCIDENT THAT THE 
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BULLETS OF THE VILLAINS DID NOT SLAY ME, SULIKO 

SHAVIDZE. HAD THIS HAPPENED (I WAS PILOTING THE 

AIRPLANE) THEN ALL 46 PASSENGERS ON THE AIRPLANE 

WOULD HAVE BEEN SACRIFICED. TO THIS DAY WE HAVE 

BEFORE OUR EYES THESE AIR PIRATES WHO HAVE LOST 

HUMAN FORM, THE BRAZYNSKAS - FATHER AND SON. TO 

THIS DAY OUR WOUNDS ACHE AND OUR HEARTS ARE TRAUMATIZED. 

"MR. PRESIDENT CARTER* THE WHOLE WORLD, WE KNOW. 

CONDEMNS AIR PIRACY AND YOU CONDEMN IT TOO. BUT 

MERELY VERBAL CONDEMNATION MEANS LITTLE, IT IS 

NECESSARY TO PUNISH THE VILLAINS AND PIRATES. 

THEREFORE, WE EARNESTLY URGE YOU TO USE YOUR AUTHORITY 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND ACT 
TO RETURN FROM THE USA TO THE USSR THE BRAZYNSKAS, 

FATHER AND SON. WHO MUST ANSWER BEFORE SOVIET LAW 
AND SOVIET JUSTICE. WE AWAIT YOUR DECISION AND ANSWER. 

WITH RESPECT, 

SULIKO SHAVIDZE AND OGANES BABAYAN 
OUR ADDRESSES: 

ABKHAZAIAN ASSR 
SUKHUMI, AIRPORT 
DOM 2, KV 16 
SULIKO SHAVIDZE 
AND 

EREVAN 86 
ULITSA SHIRAKI 
DOM 26, KV 2 
OGANES BABAYAN" 

TOON 
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